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Overview
The Green River Rock & Mineral Festival brings awareness to and fosters
appreciation of rural places, wilderness, unique sites, and overlooked
histories. Specifically, the festival seeks to highlight the area around Green
River, Utah, and the overlooked stories of this remote place, its people, and
cultures; and nearby significant geological, paleontological, and
archaeological sites. This weekend-long festival brings 300-350 people to our
rural community. This is the fourth year of the festival.
We accomplish the festival’s purpose bringing in regional experts to share
knowledge and stories with local residents and visitors alike, hosting vendors
(gem, mineral, educational, non-profit, etc.), hosting lecturers to share
scientific knowledge, and working with local residents, business owners, and
artists to celebrate this place and build community. Arguably the most
successful aspect of the festival, we import regional experts to share
knowledge of these sites through field trips with local residents and visitors
alike.

The festival creates non-politicized space for informal dialogue on rural
places, land use, stewardship, cultures, and more. For example, the festival
has already sparked conversations between local residents, the BLM, and the
state paleontologist to develop trails and interpretive signage at some of the
regular festival sites, specifically nearby Fossil Point, a paleontological site
that has already been damaged by looters.

Goals
● Build a community (comprised of rockhounds, paleontologists,
photographers, artists, etc.) that supports and stewards our local lands,
sites, projects, and more.
● Spark constructive dialogue regarding politically divisive issues in order
to close gaps between rural and urban places and people.
● Spur additional creative projects and partnerships in or in service of
rural and remote, specifically Green River and Emery County.
● Create a fun and educational atmosphere where participants may
immerse in the study of rocks and minerals at no cost to them.
● Promote Green River and the surrounding unique desert sites.
● Build lasting relationships between the participants of the festival and
the city of Green River.
We’ve found that simply directing people to nearby sites does not foster a new
appreciation or true stewardship of lands and unique sites. In fact, uneducated
visitorship to delicate and unmanned sites has historically resulted in
vandalism and looting. Therefore, we facilitate field trips with regional
experts, storytellers, and artists who bring these sites to life for visitors with
the ultimate goal to turn participants into champions of these places.
Additionally, the festival seeks to bring more interest to the town of Green
River not only as a destination to visit, but also as a place to live or start a
business. Festivals that truly create community, like the Green River Rock &
Mineral Festival, can impact small towns for years to come by welcoming in
outsiders, supporting small businesses, and creating a new culture of civic
engagement.

Activities/ Events
- Friday night lecture by regional expert
- Rock and mineral based field trips with regional experts
- Saturday Pop-up market of (typically 5-10) vendors, educational
organizations, and activity booths; 1-2 food vendors

Defining Success
Success will be defined through quantifying the number of participants in
field trips, number of expert leading activities, number of field trips, number
of field trips to new sites, an increase in local school/org participation,
number of attendants to lecture(s), and number of new related projects and
partnerships as a result of the festival. Additionally, we gather anecdotal
evidence of success through verbal and written participant feedback.
Beyond the direct festival successes, we will declare success if we are able to
foster a community that stewards the land and nearby significant sites, and
become leaders in the community who direct policy and lead change wherever
needed. To achieve this long-term goal, we seek to increase the rate of those
moving to Green River whether to start related businesses or retire to enjoy
the surroundings. We expect that these new residents will continue to build on
the festival’s goals, take ownership of the festival, and start related projects of
their own. Though this may seem challenging to quantify this, local residents
at the City and Epicenter are the ideal entities to observe this change; in a
town this small, things are transparent and new residents always approach
Epicenter and the City for help with housing or starting a new business as well
as to get involved in the community.
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The following is a letter that the festival coordinators received after the 2019 Green River
Rock & Mineral Festival. We believe it speaks to the festival’s intentions.

Dear [Rock & Mineral Festival Coordinators],
I hope that this email makes it to all parties it concerns because, truth be told, I'm not exactly
sure who to thank.
My family had the opportunity to attend the Rock and Gem Fest this past weekend and I can't
thank you enough for hosting it. I t was more than a fun, hobby-filled weekend. For us, it was a
chance to let my gifted son be himself.
As the mother of a gifted child it can be extremely frustrating and almost impossible to find
resources that help my child achieve what he is capable of. Public, charter, and even private
schools cannot keep up and, while there are many resources for children who are disabled, there
are almost no resources for those who are gifted. You offered us a precious resource.
My son was able to get his hands on paleontology. He was able to find mentors in the form of
the paleontologists who were there as guides. Watching the smile on his face and seeing the
excitement in his eyes was an incredible experience for me. He left your event loving
paleontology even more than before and I certainly didn't think it was possible.
Through your event we have come in contact with people who encourage [my son] to be
himself. People who were understanding while he asked question after question. You put
together an amazing group of people. We are planning on joining Utah Friends of Paleontology
because of our exposure to this wonderful group of people and are excited for what the future
may hold for [my son]. Y
 our event changed a life. Whether he grows up to be a paleontologist,
who knows, paleontology has some stiff competition from astrobiology, but this experience
certainly fueled a fire, and, at this age, I couldn't ask for more.
Thank you. Thank you to every single person who put this together. Thank you for sacrificing
time with family and friends. Thank you for sacrificing sleep and using funds which I am sure are
precious to you. Due to [my son]'s needs, I had to quit my job to homeschool him and, as you
can imagine, trying to live on one income has presented some challenges and we certainly can't
afford the exorbitant fees charged by summer camps. Thank you for making this accessible to
our family.
Sincerely,
[N.P.]

Educational Field Trips!
Lead by professional
paleontologists, geologists and
Archaeologists from our region.

Hands on Educational
Opportunities!
Our field trip groups are small
allowing for one-on-one experiences
with experts in their field.

Pop-up Market!
With rocks, minerals, and gems on
display and for sale. Educational
activity booths for kids of all ages!

FRIDAY NIGHT LECTURE
Dr. Tim Riley is the Curator of Archaeology at the Prehistoric Museum at Utah State
University Eastern in Price, Utah. Within the field of archaeology, his specialty is
paleoethnobotany, or the study of past human use of plants for subsistence and other
aspects of material culture.

Rock & Mineral Festival Outreach

1,900 Followers

1,700 Followers

LAST YEAR’S
FESTIVAL
-350 people in
attendance
-Was said to have
“changed a life.”
(see letter on pg. 2 on the
Sponsorship program.)

-Featured on KZMU
https://bit.ly/3bdaaHp

Rock & Mineral Fest in the Media

“The curators of the Rock
and Mineral Festival want
to help interpret these
delicate sights as an
educational experience
[...]. They hosted 9 of
these educational field
trips over one weekend in
the recent 2019 Festival.”
-KZMU News.

“Green River’s Rock &
Mineral Festival will be a
family friendly
affair.”-ETV News

Sponsorship Opportunities
Topaz
$2,000+

Onyx
$1,000

Chert
$500

Listed in Sponsors on
festival website

X

X

X

Field trip named after
your business/org*

X

X

X

Your logo in the official
festival booklet

X

X

X

Shout out on social
media (Instagram & FB)

X

X

Half page ad in the
official festival booklet

X

A booth at our event
(10x10’)

X

Naming rights to the
Friday night lecture**

X

*Limited to number of field trips. First sponsors have dibs!
**Though we can have many sponsors at this level, only the first at this level can have
naming rights to the Friday night lecture!

Contact:
Robin Nelson
greenriverutahevents@gmail.com
435-820-0592
greenriverrocks.com

Rock & Mineral Festival
Sponsorship Agreement
Our Company ______________, is committed to the following sponsorship level and
agrees to the details outlined in the Sponsorship package. We commit to sending payment
by February 29th, 2020.

Company Information
Company name:___________________________________________
Company Address:__________________________________________
Company Contact & Title:______________________________________
Contact Phone #:_______________ Contact Email:___________________

Sponsorship Level
❏ Topaz $2,000+
❏ Onyx $1,000+
❏ Chert $500+

Notes about the Donation: ____________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
❏ Please bill me at the address above
❏ Check #______________ Amount Enclosed__________________
*Please make checks payable to the City of Green River *
❏ VENMO @green-river-events-1
❏ Credit Card call 435-564-3448
Return to: PO Box 620 Green River, UT 84525 or Email greenriverutahevents@gmail.com

